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Heather Ridge Metro District-1 Property Tax Vote: It Passes!

On October 9th, metro district property owners voted overwhelmingly to tax themselves
in support of the district’s 2007 budget. There were 223 votes cast, (voter turnout was
20%) with 86% voting in favor of the issue (191 for, 32 against). The district has ap-
proximately 1,127 homes, so dividing the $17,000 budget by that amount averages $15
per household. The actual property tax will vary more or less based on each home’s
property tax value.

As a result of the vote, the Metro District Board has officially passed the tax and will
implement it through Arapahoe County. It is important to know that the Board pledged
itself to vote for or against the tax based upon this election. Under Colorado law, metro
districts are empowered to assess such taxes without voter approval.

The most important metro district issue is the golf course open space. Owned by
Heather Ridge Country Club, the golf course is now zoned “open space, residential”; and
the S-acre site where the club house sits is now zone for commercial development. The
club owner has been trying to sell it for years asking up to $11.5 million. Since his last
sale died, he hasn’t listed it for sale but is willing to consider offers. What if the club
fails financially and the banks take it over? What could happen next? It’s too scary to
think about.

The Heather Ridge Metro District-1 will be alive and well to confront this issue and
others thanks to the new property tax. It coordinates with HOAs through United Asso-
ciations Heather Ridge (UAHR), the organization that helped form the metro district.
This truly is government at its smallest and best level serving its people.

HRS Budget for 2008

October is our annual budget formation month to be approved by the Board in Novem-
ber. Although we have been very successful in growing our Reserves, efforts stalled this
year due to the “water crisis” and foreclosures.

HRS attacked the water issue head on! We developed a $120,000 xeriscaping budget to
permanently reduce water consumption and to take advantage of $36,000 in grants by
the City of Aurora. We finished xeriscaping on September 20t (the deadline was Sept.
30th), and the city’s checks have been received and cashed. We also reduced water costs
by not irrigating land to be xeriscaped. This saved us about $15K.
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